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Weed Season Full Throttle

Image of a person using a hand gun to apply herbicide,
Jesse Scott

state has experienced, noxious
weeds are returning in greater
State of Montana, and while some
numbers to some areas than they
areas are still experiencing a
did during the past years of drought.
sustained and severe drought,
Districts across the state have
others have seen an abundance of
already taken up arms and are
rain in the recent past. These long
beginning their yearly fight against
awaited rains have caused the
germination of the grasses and forbs Montana’s noxious weeds. There are
necessary for healthy grazing lands, several methods of weed control
that can utilized such as herbicide,
truly a blessing to the ranchers of
biocontrol, grazing, hand pulling,
Montana. Due to the recent
moisture that a large portion of the and cultural control.

S pring has come and gone in the

2

E ach method of weed
control has its
strengths and
weaknesses, but one of
the more reliable
forms of control for a
broad variety of
noxious weeds in the
state of Montana is
the use of herbicides.
With that said, the
best way to control
noxious weeds is the
integration of multiple
techniques, especially
when considering that
herbicides may be less
effective in areas of
the state that are still
experiencing drought.
With the rising prices
of herbicides, the
integration of other
weed control methods
could save money for
those who are treating
weeds.
Image of Leafy Spurge
in a field surrounded
by grass,
Joshua McTeer
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W ith all of that
said, whether
you're a rancher,
government
worker, farmer,
or even a
gardener, folks in
the state of
Montana will
have more than
enough weeds to
keep them busy
this year.
Top left image of
the Rimrocks in the
Ekalaka Hills,
Joshua McTeer

Bottom image of seasonal workers spraying for Houndstongue on a side
by side taken in the Ekalaka Hills , Jesse Scott
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Montana Range
Range Days
Days 2022
2022
Montana

Image of Montana Range Days Plant ID sign,
Joshua McTeer

M ontana Range Days 2022 was
hosted by Toole County in the City of
Shelby at the Marias Fairgrounds.
Volunteers helped to set up the event
and the practice site for the
competition participants on Monday,
June 20th. MWCA set up its
information booth in one of the
fairground barns along with other
displays. On Monday evening, most
of the Range Days participants went
to a nearby school to listen to
illustrated talks on rangeland
sciences while the other folks stayed
behind to learn about staying safe in
bear country. On Tuesday, busses full
of participants departed to the

practice area to prepare for the range
science competition to be held on
Wednesday. Around noon, everyone
convened at the wind turbine near
the practice area for a drone
demonstration presented by the Hill
County Weed and Mosquito
Department. Afterwards, a lamb
barbeque was served before
participants broke up into groups to
learn first hand from range science
professionals about important
information for the upcoming
competition. A couple of the topics
covered for the test at the practice
sites included plant ID and plant
anatomy.
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People taking cover on a rainy Range Days Monday,
Bethannie Pike
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I t is worth mentioning that grizzly bear tracks were discovered
near the wind turbine where everyone was watching the
presentation. This is fitting for anyone that stuck around for the
bear safety training the day before. At the end of the day,
everybody returned to the fairgrounds for a delicious beef brisket
dinner and an evening of dancing. On the final day of activities,
the participants went to the testing grounds to compete and
discover what they had learned about the Rangeland Sciences.

Image of Grizzly Bear tracks at the practice site,
Bethannie Pike
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Image of Montana Range Days participants at a wind turbine
near the practice site, Bethannie Pike
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R ain in the beginning threatened to set things back for the
event, but things dried up well by the next day and things
proceeded with few delays. The rangeland science
competition lasted a bit longer than expected, but everyone
eventually made it back for a filling lunch and for the awards
ceremony shortly afterwards. The rain was very much needed
for Toole County, and may have made plant ID easier the
following days.

Hill County Weed Crew setting up drone for demonstration, Bethannie Pike

T he MWCA booth saw a few visitors and extended useful
information about noxious weeds to those who
participated in Montana Range Days. MWCA is looking
forward to presenting a booth at Montana Range Days in
Shelby again next year. All in all, Montana Range Days
this year was a huge success that presented a fun and
engaging learning experience.

9

What is a CWMA?

Image of the Finger Buttes in Carter County, Joshua McTeer
the shared goal of weed
management, bringing people
Area (CWMA) is a geographically
together. Advanced CWMA’s like the
defined area created to foster
cooperation between various private Big Hole CWMA in
Beaverhead County will host
landowners and agencies to fight
weeds with combined resources and events like the Weed Whacker Ball
that bring people of the community
knowledge. CWMAs work to make
integrated weed management more together to celebrate their shared
effective as they essentially dissolve accomplishments and to raise
money to help them fight noxious
arbitrary boundaries between
landowners and agencies that weeds weeds.
don’t care about. CWMAs focus on

A Cooperative Weed Management
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Image of a Cottonwood tree on a ranch near Hammond
that’s part of a CWMA, Joshua McTeer
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Image of an Alfalfa field in the Gallatin Valley,
Joshua McTeer

E vents aren’t always big, but an important aspect of a CWMA is finding
ways to celebrate successes and spread the word to members of the
community. CWMAs are by far and away the best way to achieve long
term, integrated noxious weed management plans. MWCA is working with
the Montana Department of Agriculture and CWMAs across the state to
create a template and guidance “playbook” to help other groups in
Montana establish their own CWMAs.

Image of a canal in the Gallatin Valley,
Joshua McTeer
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•

Image of a Shooting Star, Joshua McTeer
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Montana Wildflowers App

Image of a flowering Prickly Pear Cactus,
Joshua McTeer

T he Montana Wildflowers App is
not like other plant ID apps. It
doesn’t rely on photos, but rather
on specific plant traits. Starting
with plant type, you work your
way through a list of different
plant traits, that list being flower
color, number of petals, flower
size, leaf arrangement, and habitat.
As traits are chosen, plants are
narrowed down from a list of
2,923 plant options. Eventually,
there will be a much shorter list of

plants left that one can compare the
target plant to. More often than not,
it is identified correctly by the app.
The Montana Wildflowers app works
for the vast majority of plants that
can be found in Montana, and it’s
not necessary to use all of the
identifying. Wildflowers, grasses,
shrubs, cacti, trees, etc., this app
will be able to help you figure out
what the plant in question is
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Image to the right of a
Scarlet Globemallow ,
Joshua McTeer

Image to the left of
a flowering
Pincushion
Cactus ,
Joshua McTeer

15

ADDRESS
PO Box 2064
Havre, MT 59501
PHONE
406-925-0708
EMAIL
Bethannie Pike, Executive Director
mwca@mtweed.org
WEBSITE

Background image of a sunset on the prairie, Joshua McTeer
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