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MACO & THE MONTANA LEGISLATURE 

The Montana Association of Counties’ website has a section dedicated to helping 

members keep track of the happenings during the Montana’s Legislative Session: click 

here to go to our policy pages. In this area of the website, you’ll find MACo’s resolutions, 

links to pertinent bills, the current and past issues of our weekly Legislative Update, 

hearing calendars, committee listings, and more. 

2021 PROJECTED SESSION CALENDAR 

AMENDED BY LEADERSHIP JANUARY 20, 2021 
Note: Legislative leadership holds the authority to further revise the schedule, including the 
days the Legislature meets and proposed breaks. 

In accordance with 5-2-103, MCA, each regular session of the Legislature convenes on the first 
Monday in January of each odd-numbered year or, if January 1st is a Monday, on the first 
Wednesday. 

Introduction deadlines: Generally, bills and resolutions must be introduced within 2 legislative 
days after delivery. JR 40-50, H40-10. “General bills” is used to denote all bills, except 
appropriation or revenue bills, and all joint resolutions. 

Notes: Deadline dates are determined according to legislative days. Certain bills and 
resolutions relating to administrative rules may be transmitted at any time during the session. 
JR 40-200(3).          

Jan. 4: 67th Legislative Session Convenes (Day 1) 

Jan. 19: Last day to request General Bills & Resolutions (Day 12) 

Jan. 26: Last day to request Revenue Bills (Day 17) 

Feb. 17: Last day for Committees to request General Bills & Resolutions (Day 36) 

Feb. 20: Last day to introduce General Bills, ex. Committee Bills (Day 39) 

March 3: Transmittal of General Bills to other Chamber & Last day to request 
Appropriation Bills (Day 45 – Halfway Point) 

March 4-5: Transmittal Break 

March 19: Last day for committees to request Revenue Bills, Bills Proposing Referenda, or 
bills to implement HB 2 (Day 56) 

March 24: Transmittal of Revenue-Estimating Joint Resolution; and last day to request 
Study Resolutions (Day 60) 

March 25: Last day to introduce Appropriation Bills, Revenue Bills & Bills Proposing 
Referenda (Day 61) 

April 1: Transmittal of Appropriation Bills, Revenue Bills & Bills Proposing Referenda (Day 
67) 

April 2-5: Easter Break 

April 12: Transmittal of amendments to General Bills (Day 73) 

April 19: Last day to introduce Study resolutions (Day 79) 

April 20: Transmittal of amendments to Appropriation Bills, Revenue Bills, and Revenue 
Estimating Resolution, as well as Bills Proposing Referenda (Day 80) 

April 22: Transmittal of amendments to Revenue Estimating Joint Resolution (Day 82) 

April 26: Transmittal of Interim Study Resolutions (Day 85) 

May 1: Sine Die (Day 90 = End of Session) 

   
The Montana Association of 
Counties (MACo) publishes this 
weekly bulletin containing 
summary descriptions of bills of 
interest to local government 
officials. Each issue’s hearing 
schedule lists only the bills that 
have been introduced during the 
week. 

Previous issues of the MACo 
Legislative Update can be found on 
our website’s policy section or click 
here for direct access to the 
archive. 

 

CONTACTING LEGISLATORS 

LEGISLATIVE INFO DESK 

(406) 444-4800 

SENATORS 

Emails & Phone Numbers 
P.O. Box 200500 
Helena, MT 59620-0500 
- Committee Members 
- Leadership 

REPRESENTATIVES 

Emails & Phone Numbers 
P.O. Box 200400 
Helena, MT 59620-0400 

- Committee Members 
- Leadership 

 

CONTACTING MACO 

Phone: (406) 449-4360 
Fax: (406) 442-5238 
Email: maco@mtcounties.org 
Mail: 2715 Skyway Drive 
Helena, MT 59602-1213 
Web: www.mtcounties.org 

 

POLICY ON OUR WEBSITE 

The Policy section on our 
website is continually updated 
with the status of MACo bills as 
well as the weekly schedule. Be 
sure to bookmark it during the 
session! 

http://www.mtcounties.org/policy/
http://www.mtcounties.org/policy/
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0050/chapter_0020/part_0010/section_0030/0050-0020-0010-0030.html
https://www.mtcounties.org/policy/legislative-updates/
https://www.mtcounties.org/policy/legislative-updates/
https://www.mtcounties.org/policy/legislative-updates/
https://leg.mt.gov/legislator-lookup/
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Session/2021-Senate-Committees.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/senate/
https://leg.mt.gov/legislator-information/?session_select=113
https://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Session/2021-House-Committees.pdf
https://leg.mt.gov/house/
mailto:maco@mtcounties.org
http://www.mtcounties.org/
http://www.mtcounties.org/policy/
http://www.mtcounties.org/policy/


 

 

 

REMINDER: NEW FEATURES FOR PUBLIC TO ACCESS THE MT LEGISLATURE’S RESOURCES 

WRITTEN & PROVIDED BY SUSAN FOX, MONTANA LEGISLATIVE SERVICES DIVISION, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

The voices of Montanans will echo in the halls of the 

capitol in more ways than ever and from farther away 

when the 2021 Legislature convenes Monday. 

“If there is a silver lining to the pandemic, it is the 

development of remote testimony capability,” said 

Susan Fox, executive director of the Legislative Services 

Division. Allowing Montanans the ability to testify 

without traveling to Helena has long been a goal of 

many legislative leaders, Fox said. But that wish 

became a necessity with the pandemic and the need to 

limit the number of people in the capitol. 

There are no restrictions on in-person involvement, 

however the number of seats in hearing rooms are 

limited to maintain social distancing. The public is also 

subject to any Lewis and Clark County health directives 

regarding crowd size. 

“Legislative staff worked diligently to provide the 

public with more opportunities than ever to interact 

with representatives and senators,” Fox said. New 

features include an ability to upload written testimony 

to a committee or request a link to testify remotely at 

a bill hearing. This is available for any bill that is 

scheduled for hearing. Testimony (and requests to 

testify remotely) must be submitted by noon the day 

before the hearing to allow dissemination of the 

information to legislators and others. 

The remote testimony feature debuts with the old 

standbys of sending an email, leaving a phone 

message, and traditional mail. 

For more information, go to the Montana Legislature's 

Homepage leg.mt.gov and for links to: 

1. more information on remote participation; 
and 

2. the form to request to testify or upload 
your documents; and 

3. the web messaging form; and 

4. Bill Search, Legislator Search, Session 
Information, and Revenue and Budget 
Information; and 

5. where to click to Watch/Listen to all 
meetings. 

Click on the image of leg.mt.gov to check it out! More 

information is also available by calling (406) 444-4800. 
 

 

https://leg.mt.gov/


 

 

MWCA Weed Legislation Update for the week of 02/15/21  

• Feb. 17:   Last day for Committees to request General Bills & Resolutions (Day 36) 

• Feb. 20:   Last day to introduce General Bills, ex. Committee Bills (Day 39) 

• March 3: Transmittal of General Bills to other Chamber & Last day to request Appropriation Bills (Day 45 – 

Halfway Point) 

 
 

BILL 
NO.  

SHORT TITLE  PRIMARY 
SPONSOR  

STATUS DATE ADDITIONAL EXPLANATION 

HB 93  Expand materials 
certified under noxious 
weed seed free 
program  

Kenneth Walsh (R) 
HD 71  

(S) Ag, Livestock and Irrigation 
02/09/21; 
Executive action from 
Committee taken. The Bill 
passed with a 11 to 0 vote  

Creates a certified gravel and other 
materials program similar to the 
current Noxious Weed Seed Free 
Forage program 

          

SB 38 Revised motorized trail 
program laws 

Terry Gauthier  (R) 
SD 40 

(H) Fish, Wildlife and Parks 
02/12/21; 
Executive action from 
Committee taken. The Bill 
passed with an 18 to 0 vote 

Expands new summer motorized 
recreation trail grant program from 
noxious weeds and signs to include 
motorized safety and ethics 
education.  Changes match 
requirement and grant fund 
distribution 

     

HB 410 Pollinator protection 
act 

Andrea Olsen  (D) 
HD 100 

Hearing on 02/23/21 in 
House Ag Committee  
3:00PM     Rm. 137 

Requires a County & State agency 
Weed Management plans to 
include pollinator friendly plants 
and restricts use of certain 
insecticides near apiaries and pays 
affected hives 

     

HB 152 Requiring drain plugs 
to be disengaged to 
prevent aquatic 
invasive  

Neil Duram  (R) 
HD 2 

(H) Tabled in Natural 
Resources Committee 
02/01/2021  

    

          

HB 42 Clarify AIS 
management authority 
laws 

Neil Duram  (R) 
HD 2 

(H) Tabled in Natural 
Resources Committee 
01/18/2021 

  

          

LC0435 Revise Ag department 
rules for worker 
protection standards 

None Draft Cancelled.  Is dead.  

     

HB 40 
 

Revising laws on 
mandatory 
decontamination of 
vessels with ballast and 
bladders 

Willis Curdy  (D)    
HD 98 

In Senate Natural Resources 
Committee 
 

  

http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=93&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20211
https://leg.mt.gov/legislator-information/roster/individual/20211/19685
https://leg.mt.gov/legislator-information/roster/individual/20211/19685
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=38&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=SB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20211
https://leg.mt.gov/legislator-information/roster/individual/20211/17721
https://leg.mt.gov/legislator-information/roster/individual/20211/17721
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0203W$BSRV.ActionQuery?P_SESS=20211&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&P_BILL_NO=410&P_BILL_DFT_NO=&P_CHPT_NO=&Z_ACTION=Find&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ2=&P_SBJT_SBJ_CD=&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ=
https://leg.mt.gov/legislator-information/roster/individual/20211/16398
https://leg.mt.gov/legislator-information/roster/individual/20211/16398
http://sg001-harmony.sliq.net/00309/Harmony/en/View/UpcomingEvents/20210216/13
http://sg001-harmony.sliq.net/00309/Harmony/en/View/UpcomingEvents/20210216/13
http://sg001-harmony.sliq.net/00309/Harmony/en/View/UpcomingEvents/20210216/13
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0203W$BSRV.ActionQuery?P_SESS=20211&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&P_BILL_NO=152&P_BILL_DFT_NO=&P_CHPT_NO=&Z_ACTION=Find&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ2=&P_SBJT_SBJ_CD=&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ=
https://leg.mt.gov/legislator-information/roster/individual/20211/18716
https://leg.mt.gov/legislator-information/roster/individual/20211/18716
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0203W$BSRV.ActionQuery?P_SESS=20211&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&P_BILL_NO=42&P_BILL_DFT_NO=&P_CHPT_NO=&Z_ACTION=Find&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ2=&P_SBJT_SBJ_CD=&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ=
https://leg.mt.gov/legislator-information/roster/individual/20211/18716
https://leg.mt.gov/legislator-information/roster/individual/20211/18716
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_DFT_NO5=LC0435&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20211
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd_pref/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=40&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20211
https://leg.mt.gov/legislator-information/roster/individual/20211/16496
https://leg.mt.gov/legislator-information/roster/individual/20211/16496

