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Summary: 

The Campaign’s Quarterly Reports and activities of the Project Coordinator (PC) are organized 

by headings including: “Completed Projects,” “Project Updates,” and 

“Meetings/Events/Presentations.” This format is intended to provide an overview as well as 

details on completed projects and updates for on-going projects.   
 

For this reporting period (July-September 2019), the following projects have been completed:  

• Updated and opened the real estate professional online training for enrollment (see #1, p. 3). 

• Press release for real estate professional training written and distributed (see #2, p. 3). 

• Design and layout of “Invasive Grasses of Montana” brochure (see #3, p. 3). 

• Completed the survey, “Noxious Weeds Survey: Has 20+ years of weed education been 

successful?” Started writing a manuscript on the survey findings (see #4, p. 4). 

• Developed 3 online Jeopardy games for coordinators to use (see #5, p. 4-5). 

• Assisted the Montana Invasive Species Coalition (MISC) with updates to the Montana 

Invasive Species Education project folders (see #6. 5). 

• Developed an “interactive map for the Adopt a Trailhead Montana (AATM) program that 

includes AATM locations (see # 7, p. 5-6). 

• Published and distributed a newsletter for AATM partners (see #8, p. 6). 

 

Progress has been made on the following projects: 

• Website and Facebook maintenance have continued. Currently the Facebook page has 523 

“Likes” and 584 “Followers” (see #1, p. 6). 

• Started working on the conversion of all .pdf files on website to ADA accessible files (see 

#2, p. 7). 
 

Meetings, Events, Presentations and Other News:  

During this reporting period the Campaign attended 4 events for a total of 13 contact hours. 

These events provided contact with youth educators; one of the Campaign’s focus audiences (see 

#1-3, p. 7-8).  
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Completed Projects: 

 

1.)  Montana Real Estate Professional Training online course 

• Completed updates and revisions for the online course for real estate professionals. 

The course opened for its 7th session on September 23, 2019 and will be available 

until March 23, 2020. The course has had a total of 50 people sign up and 5 have 

already successfully completed.  

• There was overwhelming interest in the course this time as 50 spots were open, and 

67 people tried registering for the course. October 31 of each year is the deadline for 

real estate professionals to have their credits completed by for licensure, so from now 

on, the course will open in September/October to target those needing credits for 

license renewal.   

 

2.) Press release for Real Estate Professional Training online course 

• Worked with Montana State University Communications on a press release to send to 

all news outlets across the state. The press release was an announcement to advertise 

the release and availability of the online real estate professional training.   

 

3.) Design & layout of “Invasive Grasses of Montana” brochure 

• Designed an invasive grasses quarter-fold brochure that features ventenata, Medusahead, 

phragmites, cheatgrass and Japanese brome. This brochure was designed to be used as an 

informative, quick reference guide that will be available for all.  

• NRCS has graciously offered to assist with printing costs of this brochure. 

• The brochure is in the final editing phase. Once this is complete the brochure will be sent 

to print. Estimated project completion end of October, 2019. 

 

 
The Invasive Grasses in Montana brochure is a quarter-fold informative brochure that  

will serve as a quick reference for those in the field. 
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4.) Noxious Weed Survey 

• The noxious weed survey was wrapped up on August 19, 2019 with the completion of 

the report compiled by Dr. Raile with the Human Ecology Learning and Problem 

Solving (HELPS) Lab at Montana State University. The findings are compiled and 

included within the report. 

• A manuscript is being prepared for the findings and will be submitted for acceptance 

into a peer reviewed journal so that the findings may be published. Manuscript 

completion date is the end of December 2019.  

• A press release about the survey and report are being composed and will be complete 

by mid-October 2019. 

 
The survey, “Noxious Weed Survey: Has 25 years of noxious weed education been effective?” was 

completed in August 2019. A manuscript is being prepared to formally publish the findings of the survey. 

 

5.) Online Jeopardy Games 

• Three online Jeopardy games have been developed by the Campaign for use by weed 

coordinators. The online platform Fractile was used to create the games. Game topics 

include questions about biological control, wildflower or weed?, certified forage, 

plant biology, control methods, integrated weed management, general weed 

management and other fun facts. 

• The platform Fractile is internet based and weed coordinators will be able to access 

the materials to use in classroom presentations and at trainings. Multiple teams can 

play at once, games can be saved, questions can be modified, questions can be made 

into digital flashcards, digital memory-type games and other educational uses. 
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• The 3 games the Campaign built have been customized, and the Campaign has paid 

for a subscription to the service for a year. The materials are accessible to all agency 

and weed coordinators who chose to create their own username and password on the 

Campaign’s account. 

 

 
The online platform Fractile houses the Campaign’s online Jeopardy games that are available for access to 

all weed coordinators and agency personnel. 

 

6.) Montana Invasive Species Education (MISE) project updates 

• Met with the Montana Invasive Species Coalition (MISC) Outreach and Education 

subcommittee and discussed revisions to the MISE folder. Updates include revisions 

to the folder which include the addition of white-nose syndrome, feral swine, invasive 

grasses (Medusahead, ventenata and phragmites) and invasive trees (saltcedar, 

Russian olive and common buckthorn). Changes were made to both the ringed 

identification cards and the poster that accompanies the packet. 

• MISC facilitated the changes and graphic design assistance for this project revision 

was completed through Windfall based out of Missoula.  

• Funds for printing were provided by the Stillwater Conservation District. 

• These materials have been sent to print and will be available for distribution at the 

2019 Montana Educator’s Association (MEA) Conference in Belgrade, October 17-

18, 2019. 

 

7.) Adopt a Trailhead Montana (AATM) interactive map 

• An interactive map has been developed to showcase where AATM kiosks are located 

across the state. This map pinpoints all AATM locations based on their GPS 
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coordinates to illustrate the spread of AATM. Points are color coordinated to 

demonstrate the year in which they were installed. 

• Project coordinator worked with Nick Fox at MSU to put the map together. Once 

complete, the map will be put on the Campaign’s website. 

 

8.) AATM Partner Newsletter 

• Completed layout and design of a newsletter for AATM partners. The newsletter featured 

articles written by four AATM partner organizations: Fish, Wildlife and Parks-Josh 

Wagoner, Blackfoot Challenge/Powell County Weed District-Karen Laitala and City of 

Helena Parks & Recreation-Greta Dige. Also featured was an article written by Chris 

Evans from the University of Illinois about the effectiveness of boot brush stations. This 

project was completed and sent to partners mid-August 2019.  

 
The 1st edition of the AATM newsletter was sent to all AATM partners and partner organizations in August 2019. 

The intent of the newsletter is to keep AATM partners engaged in the program and to serve as a news source of new 

and innovative information and ideas within the AATM program. 

 

Project Updates 

 

1.) Website & Facebook (FB) updates 

• The website and FB page continue to be updated frequently (two-three days for FB). 
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• The FB page has 525 “Likes,” which is an increase of 20 since the April-June 2019 

Quarterly Report. The FB page has 584 people that “Follow” the page and receive 

updates that are shared. Depending on how many times posts are shared, posts can reach 

between 200-850 people.  

 

2.) Website file conversion  

• Since the MNWEC website is hosted on the MSU server, it must be Americans with 

Disabilities Act (ADA) compliant. To meet this standard, all files on the website must be 

in the ADA approved format, which means converting anything that is in a .pdf to an 

HTML file type. A thorough review of the website has started and will continue to ensure 

that all files on the website are in fact applicable and relevant. Any files deemed not 

relevant will not be converted to HTML format and will be removed. Estimated timeline 

for project completion June 2020. 

 

Meetings/Events/Presentations 

 

1.) MindSpark Learning Field Experience  

• Attended an educational workshop/field experience put on by MindSpark Learning in 

Missoula, Montana, 7/22-7/23/2019. 

• The workshop/field experience was to educate professional educators (teachers) about the 

issue of noxious weeds and provide a place-based insight into the problem so that a 

creative solution could be sought. The intent of this program is to elevate the awareness 

of place-based problems for educators so that they can effectively present topics such as 

noxious weeds to their students. Students are then asked to come up with creative 

technological ways to deal with the issue through inventions using science, technology, 

engineering and math (STEM).  

• On the first day of the workshop, the MNWEC gave a presentation about the issue of 

noxious weeds in Montana, plant biology, integrated weed management, and weed facts. 

Presentations were followed by a field experience of collecting biological control agents 

with assistance of the Missoula County Weed District and the Montana Biological 

Control Project. Educators in attendance performed sweep-netting to assist with the 

collection of spotted knapweed seed head and stem-boring weevils. 

• A total of 15 educators from across the United States were in attendance. The second day 

of the field experience educators presented their “solutions” to the noxious weed issue. 

Inventions ranged from robots that sprayed and dug up noxious weeds in crop settings, 

sound machines that disturbed noxious weed growth and hand-held devices that could be 

used to kill weeds while out recreating. 

• This event summed 13 contact hours. 
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Professional educators from across the country converged on Missoula for MindSpark Learning’s place-based 

noxious weed educational workshop and field day. After learning about a place-based problem, educators are 

tasked with coming up with a STEM solution to the problem. 

 

2.) Invasive curricula meeting 

• Attended an organizational meeting for curricula updates to the Montana Invasive 

Species (MISE) Project in Helena, Montana on 7/24/2019. 

• Discussed the necessary changes and updates to the MISE curricula.  

 

3.) FWP & State Parks meeting  

• Attended an informational meeting at Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks in Helena, 

Montana, on 7/29/2019.  

• Gave a 30-minute presentation about the Montana Noxious Weed Education Campaign. 

There were 4 FWP/State Parks staff present for a total of 2 contact hours.   

 


