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Summary: 

The Campaign’s Quarterly Reports and activities of the Project Coordinator (PC) are organized 

by headings including: “Completed Projects,” “Project Updates,” and 

“Meetings/Events/Presentations.” This format is intended to provide an overview as well as 

details on completed projects and updates for on-going projects.   
 

For this reporting period (January-March 2020), the following projects have been completed:  

• Completed session #6 of the real estate professional online training (see #1, p. 3). 

•  National Invasive Species Awareness Week (see #2, p. 3). 

•  Completed review of South Central Resource Advisory Council Grants and Noxious Weed 

Trust Fund education grants (see #3, p. 4).  

• Completed the design of 2 AATM signs (see #4, p. 3-4).  

• Composed a monthly Weed Post in conjunction with the Mangold Lab about the results from 

the 2019 survey titled, “Noxious Weed Education Survey: Has 25 Years of Education Been 

Successful?” (see #5, p. 4). 

 

Progress has been made on the following projects: 

• Website and Facebook maintenance have continued. Currently the Facebook page has 555 

“Likes” and 614 “Followers” (see #1, p. 4-5). 

• Continued work with the Montana Invasive Species Coalition on the updates of the Montana 

Invasive Species Curricula packets (see #2, p. 5). 

• Started work on the design of the 2020 summer advertising billboards (see #3, p. 5). 

• Working through edits on the manuscript for the survey titled, “Noxious Weed Education 

Survey: Has 25 Years of Education Been Successful? (see #4, p. 5-6). 
 

Meetings, Events, Presentations and Other News:  

During this reporting period the Campaign attended 5 events for a total of 60 contact hours and 2 

poster presentation hours. These events provided contact with weed coordinators, agency people, 

private applicators, and Extension agents (see #1-6, p. 6-7).  
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Completed Projects: 

 

1.)  Montana Real Estate Professional Training online course 

• Continued to administer the online course for real estate professionals. The course 

opened for its 6th session on September 23, 2019 and was available until March 23, 

2020. The course had a total of 61 people sign up and 27 successfully completed.  

• The average of the 27 that have completed the course is 95.4%. 

• To date, there have been a total of 117 real estate professionals (including the 27 from 

this session) that have completed the online training.  

• The plan is to once again offer this course online to pesticide applicators so that they 

may receive credits online during the CODIV-19 crisis. Those wishing to take the 

course will be required to pay the $15.95 delivery fee to DigitalChalk. The Campaign 

will not pay for applicators to take the course—this was a decision of the MNWEC 

advisory committee. 

 

2.) National Invasive Species Awareness Week (NISWA) Feb. 22-28, 2020 

• Designed daily Facebook ads regarding noxious weeds for each day of NISWA. 

• Ad content varied each day, but was primarily PlayCleanGo (PCG) themed to promote 

the educational messaging of PCG. 

• The FB page currently has 578 “likes” and 645 “followers.” Over the week of NISWA, 

FB ads were seen by over 2,000 people and were shared over 50 times. 

 

    
These are two of the Facebook ads that were on the Campaign’s FB page for  

National Invasive Species Week, February 22-28, 2020. 

 

3.) Grant Review 

Noxious Weed Trust Fund (NWTF) 

• Provided grant review for Noxious Weed Trust Fund education grants. The review 

process consisted of reading the grants, providing comments and suggestions and project 

advice where applicable. There were 19 education applications submitted for the 2020 
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grant hearings - requesting a total of $577,131. Of those, 12 were awarded funding for a 

total of $279,935. 

 

Southcentral Montana Resource Advisory Council 

• Provided grant review for the SC MT RAC grants. The review process consisted of 

reading the grants, providing comments and suggestions and project advice where 

applicable. Due to the COVID-19 situation the RAC committee has not been able to meet 

in person to discuss or vote on grants—a date is being looked into for some time in June 

to meet. 

 

4.) Adopt a Trailhead Montana (AATM) 

• AATM signage for two organizations, including: 

o Roundup River Walk and Heritage Trail; outside of Roundup, MT. This trailhead 

has been adopted by Golden/Musselshell County 4H Council and the 

Golden/Musselshell Weed Districts. 

o Fish Creek Trailhead; Fish, Wildlife and Parks. This trailhead sign features 

information solely on ventenata and its identifying characteristics.  

o Other trailhead signs (at least 6) have been discussed, however none have been 

decided upon at this time. 

 

        
 Two AATM signs were designed for kiosks to be installed in summer 2020. 

 

5.) Noxious Weed Survey WeedPost 

• Worked in conjunction with the Mangold Lab at MSU to compose a monthly weed post 

for May 2020. The topic of the weed post is the noxious weed survey that wrapped up in 

2019. The weed post will be distributed the first week in May 2020. 

 

Project Updates 

 

1.) Website & Facebook (FB) updates 

• The website and FB page continue to be updated frequently (two-three days for FB). 

• The FB page has 578 “Likes,” which is an increase of 23 since the October-December 

2019 Quarterly Report. The FB page has 645 people that “Follow” the page and receive 
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updates that are shared. Depending on how many times posts are shared, posts can reach 

between 200-850 people. The NISAW posts reached over 2,000 people and were shared 

over 50 times. 

 

2.) Montana Invasive Species Education (MISE) curricula updates 

• Assisting the Montana Invasive Species Council Education & Outreach group with the 

updates to the Montana Invasive Species Education packets. In the fall of 2019 four new 

curricula cards were added that included: white-nose syndrome, feral hogs, invasive 

grasses and invasive trees. Current updates include contracting with a professional 

educator to write three new lesson plans, update the “how to use” guide for the packet, 

update the current Public Service Announcement lesson plan, and review all materials in 

the packet for relevancy and applicability to the project. This project is ongoing however 

it is estimated to be complete by fall of 2020. 

 

2.) 2020 Advertising 

Lamar Outdoor Advertising 

• Initiated the process to obtain billboard locations for the 2020 season. Locations selected 

include: Hwy 2 Columbia Falls, I-90 Whitehall, I-90 Bozeman, Hwy 93 south of 

Hamilton, I-90 Missoula. 

• Started working with the Lamar graphic designer on the layout of the billboards. These 

billboards will be similar in design to the previous years’ efforts (color, layout, style). 

They will feature, a “Pick & Flick? Think Again!” theme that aligns with the others from 

previous years and will feature a photo of houndstongue seeds. 

• The billboards will be visible from the end of June through August. 

 

MTN News 

• Obtained airtime for the two PlayCleanGo commercials. A total of $3,000 will be spent 

on advertising via television in 2020. 

 

4.) Noxious Weed Survey 

• The noxious weed survey wrapped up on August 19, 2019 with the completion of the 

report compiled by Dr. Raile with the Human Ecology Learning and Problem Solving 

(HELPS) Lab at Montana State University. The findings are compiled and included 

within the report. Numerous presentations have been given about the survey including 

the 2019 Extension Conference, MWCA Conference in January 2020, the Noxious 

Weed Trust Fund Council in January 2020 and a poster at the Western Society of 

Weed Science/Weed Science Society of America Conference in March 2020. 

• A manuscript is in the editing phase--once complete, the findings will be submitted 

for acceptance into a peer reviewed journal to be published. Estimated manuscript 

completion date is the end of June 2020.  
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“Noxious Weed Survey: Has 25 years of noxious weed education been effective?” was completed in August 

2019, a manuscript is in the editing process so that findings of the survey can be published. 

 

Meetings/Events/Presentations 

 

1.) Montana State University Spring 2020 Convocation 

• Attended Spring Convocation at MSU in Bozeman, Montana, 1/9/2020. 

• Campaign Coordinator was nominated and selected for the Provost’s Excellence in 

Outreach and Education award for 2019.  

 

2.) Montana Weed Control Association Board Meeting  

• Attended the MWCA’s board meeting in Great Falls, Montana on 1/13/2020.  

 

3.) Montana Noxious Weed Trust Fund Council Meeting/Presentation  

• Gave a 15-minute presentation on the survey results from the survey: “Noxious Weed 

Survey: Has 25 years of education been effective?”  There were 25 advisory council 

members in attendance for a total of 6.25 contact hours. 

 

4.) Montana Noxious Weed Association (MWCA) Annual Conference 

• Attended the MWCA Annual Conference in Great Falls, Montana on 1/13-15/2020. 

o In addition to attending the conference, the MNWEC hosted two 90-minute 

workshops on the survey results from the survey: “Noxious Weed Survey: Has 25 

years of education been effective?”  There were 40 people total in attendance for a 

total of 120 contact hours. 
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5.) Montana Noxious Weed Education Campaign Steering Committee Annual Meeting 

• Organized and attended the MNWEC Steering Committee annual meeting in Great Falls, 

Montana on 1/16/2020. Discussed yearly goals, objectives and projects for 2020 for the 

MNWEC. 

• For meeting minutes, contact Shantell at 406-531-4584 or Shantell.frame@montana.edu   

 

6.) Western Society of Weed Science/Weed Science Society of America Annual Conference  

• Attended the Western Society of Weed Science/Weed Science Society of America 

Annual Conference 3/1-3/5/2020. Attended this summit to learn of the new developments 

in weed science. 

• Also presented a poster titled, “Noxious Weed Education Survey: Has 25 Years of 

Education Been Effective?” to share the results of the survey that was conducted in 2019. 

Through this opportunity great information sharing occurred and the MNWEC learned of 

new and innovative ways others in weed education are sharing their messages to 

constituents of their states.   
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